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EDWARD DEYOTION’S BEQUEST FOR
& SCHOGL NEAR THE CENTRE -

The Changes Thet Befell the Scheel Fund
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f-*Eﬂward Devotion Heuee Assec:.etien——-—
r__:;i}'zfﬁ._:_i;Pamagee of Lecel Hmtery in. Which
J uﬁge Sewall Gevemer Dudley and Many
";iﬁ}Premment C1t1zens of Later Tnnee I-Iave
*”f{ff_iPlayed Importan.t Parte sk Oppertumtles
3'-'_';5'{;New Oﬁered to the Publlc te Inspect the
Anctent Dwellmg oA

“The Heuee ie Rew e,nd unﬂniehed %
'*.ff_'f__iﬁfﬂ_':ff"'}rete Semuel Sewall to- his friend Gov- |
_ernor: Jeeeph Dudley,_ under date of Jan.
3, vie2ss,
‘enﬁ one gopd Chamber./ That ‘towrards |
5%,{; E’e;rete‘w s is but a serry ene ‘Only may
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My thet ee.rt tewerds the Rlver mueh
It Wee in theee unﬂettermg

Eéwerﬂ ‘Devotion estate at Muddy River,
neer Breeklme, whzeh he had mepeeted

c@snizhter.  Th
Ml.rﬁ;‘l"%hif;;ee‘tlng Sewell buﬂt :aft Breek-.
ﬂﬂ it the Devotion house, with which,
ﬁﬂ*éﬁtly, the judge would. not haver
‘content except he could have re--
edel‘led it, rememed in, the family, ,suf-—zl
fere(i few ehanges, and now, at the. ripe
. ege of 230 years, is recovering- from these
;"'e:nd being permanently established in the |
P elese of historic memorials.
fer 2 Of Edwerd Devotion’s eneeetr:sr there
f:-_'fis no authentic record, but he prebebly
‘eame from one of-‘“the rebel countles,”
' Lincolnshire and Kent, with the appar-
- ent odds favoring the former. He joined |
- the I‘irst Church : of Beeten in March,
,:__7;1645 ‘became a fréeman in May of the
- same year, married soon after, and, had
+ hig first: chiid.baptized by Rev. John Eliot
f:-:"in February, 164S. Ten other children
were born to the Devotions, of whom the |
- fourth, John, and the seventh, Edward,
l survive in the town reeerde The father
was a “planter” %ud ‘a Ixugel ‘and .ac-
_tqu:leitive one. As erly as 1650 he began
te buy lend -and when he died, some time
“after 1681, he owned more than a hun- |
dreﬁ eeres;' “on both- sides of the road
~from Boston to Cambridge, ”"whteh means I
:the present Harvard. street. -
On - this preperty, feemg Harverd
etreet Devotion bmit in 1680—a twe and
*e. helf ‘story ‘house, twenty seven feet
frent end thirty-three feet deep with the
ell ‘not. to  speak ef the Ieen-tee and
’*sheds thet ran out at the rear. On the |
ﬂrst ﬁeer were the hall, living-room,
huttery, pentry and k1tehen this last a
eplendid room twenty -three feet Ieng,
l'with a' ﬂrepieee seven feet-wide and six
feet h1gh on the eecend floor were three _
lerge ehambers and the half-story was,
ef course, an old- feehlened garret. -Here
" Goodman Devotion’s Reeseveltien family
*'Wes breught up. Plennmg for other
femaliee ol the name, perhepe he seems
“to he.ve made no provision for his deugh-
tere theugh it should be noted that there
ere I&CHH’EB in the geneelegy and it is
peemhle that - none ef the seven girls out-
lwed ‘their iether He left his dwelling
end berns to his widew, her ehere in-
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itock, _femﬁ t.e hle eurviving sen%

%’fﬂ E" ;were hfe Ie:nde ‘_‘e_euelly_

3t 40 be e}:ieneﬂ te ethers but l
:,:-_ __thelr sueeeesere '

Geedmen Devetien Was‘i fully elwe to

eeeere,n}g to his lights. In 1651 he was

. ne..ef_ 'he eemmitteethe.t “whtpped the
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é?ff-fé-i?".:,{Hemesteed Recently Reetereﬂ by the !.

ings the “Edward Devotion Schools,” and
—and eldborate- develepment .of the area

| completed will be a fitting memorial for
{ any benefactor of: the tewn o edueetienel
| needs. - ; o _

1 and
| Baker,
.-'ta,ining the seheels as intended by" the -
~giver of: the 'fund, from 1762 to 1837,

“Are two e'eed Lewer Rooms,

- loans-to the State in the tlmes ef need

{i .'-&1’1(1 etress
:  the (‘;emmittee -of 1837
terme thet Juf}ge Sewall p1etured the |

'?'-.i;the hle'hf wecheelﬂ enleféemem‘t 'an*:wﬂ?veet-i'
| ment of the Edwerd Devotion fund. But |
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-'thet imprevemeet wee tmperetwe
the
!'_ﬁ:-ameney enly by the ﬂimexeet of epelegies

-'pendenee whe theught S0 much ef the -
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izred the
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“as B. Griggs, Mrs.
x me‘I’uding' heueehele belenglng’s end hve__j

: _5eeuthre eemmittee.
such as the reeenstruetien Just cem-

_ “he wa e nst 1* nd' r- LABR s an s
6'54 he as co 3‘}3’ 3 a eve :-mete and friendly? SRR

i

LA "-"”[_{_'_ﬁ_le,ted the beunde again,

m»ere, and. irr; 1681 he. was named ‘t}rthing-;
*men‘.. I—Iis sene John Devetten and Ed-
were were equelly active in town af-
ia.lrs, Edwerd for instance, serving as
censtable fence-viewer, - tythingman,
heg herd or. ﬁeld driver and:grand jury-
“man. And it deserves to be remembered
the,t the yeunger Edward, tike his father,
hm]‘ed from "Muddy River in the County
~of - ‘Suffelke_iﬁ New Enelend”
in enether place he described himself as
“Edwerd Devetien ef”Breeklyn,” when he
ineerpere.ted this paragraph in his will:

"‘Item ~in eaee my estate prove to be
suﬁiclent te pay my Just Debts, Funeral
Chergee ‘and the aforementioned Liegacies
end there s}teuld be any overplus left
them my will 1is ‘and I hereby give the
sd- everplus to the town c¢2 Breeklyn to-
werde Building or Memtemmg a School
LA neer -the ‘Centre. of’ the, said TeWn as
shell be agreed upon by the Tewn
ifi the "said Town cannot agree upen Q-

fPlece ‘te set the seid School upen then
my: will is that the ee1d everplus be laid.
eut in pureheeing a "Wood Lott for the
_use 'of the School and. the mimetr’y &f
- ee,lid Town forever.” = '-

"l‘euehing that everplus, ene netee twe_-
eheraeterietm entries in the 1inventory
rendered by Devotion’s executors, his
wife and son. Debts due to the estate are-
ﬁgured at £270, but there is also an en-
try, ‘Wevering debts, £7.” And again
it ds recorded, “There is sundry ;Bende.
due- to said estate With interest as pr,
“acet. ef Particulars on :file £1735.6.6. Be-
etdes some desperate Bonds amounting
te £68.7.” Appeereneee at times have
eeemed to indicate that the town of
Breekhne got “the desperate bonds and
never eelleeted principal or interest.

At the ennuel meeting of the. Breek-.
Ime Historical Society in - 1908 Town
Clerk Eewerd W. Baker read a compre-
heneive and mtereeting paper on the De-
#etien sehool fund—the first bequest for
_the publie benefit whieh was ever re- |
eewed by ‘the town. Brookline had
veted as eerly as 1728 almost ‘in ‘the
terme eff Devetiene will, to have one
Seheel heuse a§ near the centre of the |
tewn as a site could be ebteined Land |
was MUght and a hu-ildlng‘ E’E_T_ELE!___&UTth

L jzed ~but not erectes dings
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L Two building
“north school and a seuth eeheef were
veted instead; but that did not settle the
eueetien, and in 1742 a committee was
eppemted “to find the most convenient
_spot to erect a eeheelheuee for the bene-
fit of the whole town.” In 1745-6, “when
‘the previmene of Devotion’s will became
“known, the seleetmen took steps to pro-
‘teet the: tewn s interest. The committee
thet eeted in its behalf eventually turned
ver to trustees 308 Jehennee, of full
weight equel to $3696 “for ve. uee of a
~school in’ said tewn,” and in 1762 a town .
meetlng voted *“‘that the Middle School
Heuee where it now Stands be the place |
‘“to. keep a Scheel with the Interest of the |
'_?“-':_':_-__--'v'ff_:_'geey 1eft eeld tewn by Mr. TEdwerd?-
FE "llevetiee P P
The Devetlen fund d1seppeered ee e
seperete trust in 1846. It had  depre-
ciated erleuely because of a leaﬂ to the
“Stete of Maeeachueette Bay” in 1777,
+e,nd the subsequent failure of peper
money, and s in 1779 the prinelpel
amounted twnly about  $2280. In 1838
‘the school fund was increased by two in-
stalments of the town’s: _proportion of
the surplils revenue of the United States,
~making a total of §4501. But in 1843,
| when-a part of the old town hall build-
'_'ing', now Pierce Hall, was staken for a
~high school, and when this action,) zo0-
l‘g ther with- the burning' of the engme'
fouse, preeiplteted the question of a
new town hall, eemebedy conceived the
idea of borrowing a part of the fund to
1elp pay. the bills, and, this being done,
it became easy to lose sight of the terms
of Devotion’s bequest and use it all. ZIn
_1846 the town did borrew the fund, the
“trustees were discharged and the fund |
vanished.  In 1884 the school committee |
-eeught to revive it in the interest of:the -
" high school enlargement, e[nd succeeded
in ‘having §5000 voted, the}'eupen name-
ing th\e hall’in the® building, “Edward

Devotion Hall® and placing within it a

In 1661 and 166@ he per-'_-wl*
: ‘in 1668, | ..
e i Hepkine
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,__ﬁ‘tl and- 1676 he was: constable once Gommittee who planned and snpervised:

its friends owe a debt of
“Kilham

though |-

the collection of= eeuvenirs is

‘and displayed; and the eherming eetting:?-;
- of. the, structure provided by an old-
.__,fa,ehiened gerden,

D I" o -:"'.'. o
ey W 7 - (] P"- |
¥ s

e ]

memeriel teblet Net meny yeere le,ter.,.}.-
_hewever the old high school building-..
was removed, end the idea of a memo-
rial did not recur until in 1891, the ne-
ichool, eeeemmedetaene in the -
“the town: beeenling impere.—'
the town purchased the- senealled_"_;‘
Nahom Smith estate, o part. of the De-
votien homestead. . In 1892,. the preeent_f’-
primary school buildmg was erected fol--
lowed a few. years I,eter by the eempen-f;.
ion grammar school building, ‘with the
old house  standing between the:. ‘two.
The 'school committee named the build-

then outlined a plan for a cemprehensive_"-'

by a group .of bulldings which - when_

~*“The I}evetlen Iegeey Wee lteneetly_."
intelllgently invested,’” added Mr.
“and the ineeme ueed fer mem-j;

lin;-_,
the
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was not the fe,ult of the trustees the;t
war Whieh our ceuntry feught for

independénce brought a depreciation in:|
~yvalues, ena reduced ‘the.income from in-

o ,}--veetmente
’él}lt.f_jeueiﬁe Remeheekleé, Oreherd espe---:'

Ne one can blame them for

Th‘ere twa,e no- grett e,nd d.e_
1eperted ther s

eleney ef the seeurlty

was emple BU 4.

| It would eeem hewever that when the i
tt:}evn in L846 teek the eeheel t‘unds to-

—and -
-money used was Devotion fund
and even then the epelegy was soon lost |
s:tgh;t ef and the memeriel teblet dlsep-'
peared from view - e g -
““When the school cemmfttee ne.med
the Harvard street buildings the ‘Ed- |
ward Devotion- Schools, there' was at
last eeme fitting memerml to the hame
of thet one of the twenty eight 51g11ers
of ‘the Muddy River petltlen fer inde~

heme ef hls ‘parents, Whe felt 80 greet
an: intereet in the place of h1s ewn blrth |
and residence for seventy-six. yvears, thet &

~ he bequeethed for “the edueetzenel .and

religmus welfare of the eemmumty a -
geedly ehere ~hef hie eerthly peseeeeiene.-
Let us hope that never age.m will” the
town forget Edward Devotion and whe—.t‘
he did for the tewne benefit.”” oS

Mr. Beker is not the only eitizen whe‘
helds that pieus hepe,_ which began te_._'
‘be realized when, in 1891, the Harvard:{'_}_
street property was’ pureheeed AL thei,

| time_ the house was occupied, as it ‘had

been e,lmest eentmueusly since it was._
more then two eenturlee ‘before, -
and it looked stanch end sound eneught_
to last another 200 yeere. ‘In 1900, hows=-
ever, when it became necessary to re.leef-{.
the grade of the lot, the house wee"
shingled and made weetherugh ,%enc‘[ the___
lean-tos and sheds ru_nning‘ out at the
rear were removed. More. 1*ecent13r the
tcwn eppreprleted ‘151500 fer_e, mere_.
thorough reconstruction, "and in 1908 a.
group of’ represente’cive ¢citizens e:;gan-..-
‘Edward Devotion House Asso-

in charge’ of Whleh seelety the;'-';

:-eietlen

_structure was placed.

At preeent the eseeeletien ie eﬂ.’:eered; ;
follows: Charlee H.' Steerns presi--
Mesesf Wilheme Hen. - Joseph
Walker: and: Cheriee v Reeﬂ rvice. presi-

dents; Edward W.: Be.k:er, treeeurer' Mlee'f‘_._.

-Auguete, T, Lamb, seeretery, Mrs. Them--';;-.
“George . H. Francis,
Miss Leﬁiee Howe, Mrs. ' J.. C.. Kittgeﬁ’gﬁg?
‘Ernest Liyon and. Walter H‘a Kilhem, eX~
Tor st :
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pleted the town of Brookline . is repre--

| sented by Seleetmen C‘qrtin and Build-r

hie dutles @5 citizen end perfermed ‘them Ilng Cemmzeeienet‘ Lyons; end in ell fe.

spects the alliance between the town-
fe.there end the pu’blle spirlted c‘itizens-
uuuu 34 r . » - _ '.n -”
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To Walter H.. I{ilhem of Eilhgm s

the member of the exeeutwe;f_}

the recent restorations, the 61d house and.
;‘etitude.; Mr.
is autherhy on Colonial erchl-e
tecture and, making his a Ie.ber ef leve
lavished upon it treasures of eeneelenti-’:_"__
ousness whose results appear on every.
hand. One ‘notices espeemlly the ‘penel-iﬁf
ling . in ‘the front rooms, an uﬁueuelly-fz.
fine example of the period; the ‘black
woodwork of the spacious. kitehen,;with.;

-its splendid- fireplace; the -antique hard-

ware on the doors; the ‘taste with which:
greuped;

gay with the plents‘i
and . flowers beleved ef the wemen ef en:i
eerlier time. /- :

To repeat, the‘ Devetien heuee stendsf:’

on: Harvard street,. between ‘Babecock: e,nﬁ[f?;l

i Bare __.._aStedme,n ‘streets, not far frem Coolidge’s

Corner, and is- eenvemently ‘reached by

the Allston cars. On ‘Wednesdays. ie.nc"l_f
Saturdays, between the ‘hours of eleven

~and four, it is open at 4 nominal fee %o

visitors, and a custodian who knows its
history and c,en speak intelligently of the

collection” of/ entiques is=in- ettendeﬁee

One of the eenditiene ¢ tteehed to the ee-

‘sumption of oversight by the' Edwerd E)ee__

votion House Association “was ‘that the
building should be. ueed e,e a histerlcel
museum, and- 1t already helde ‘a eellee-
tion of whiech so eempetent an eutherity
as Charles F. Read, seeretary of the Bos-
tonian Seelety-—en officer of " the Asse-
ciation—<speaks 'with ' enthusiasm. An-
other purpose of the restored buﬁdlng ie

-‘te serve as a place of meeting for paﬂ--_
"triotic and other societies.

Alreedy in
such and other waye it plays a pictur-

esque end 1mpertent pert in the life ef
the town. - e

The first name to bhe: entered 0"1 the
register of the" Aseeeietien was: thet of
Miss + Harriet . N. Devetien of White
Pleme, N. Y., who made a subetentiel &ti*-
dition to the Aesecm*tlene fund end at
the same time presented almost 100 beeks

which had been the property of her an-
cestors. Space would fail to tell ef men?'
ether benefeeters, eitlzens ef Breekiine

-----

antic e ylf@ra»ﬂhELPee teﬁ énl ei'e‘e
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ap preeeh the efforts

“deys ef outdoors”
of these generous friends eheuld'be ‘re=~
warded by appreciation taking the form
of visitors to the eld house, a etrueture-_-._

well worth vieitm and Werrenting the
eemmunit}r s eernest geed will. - f’




