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impossible for him to have been an outspoken abolitionist, and a
peace maker in the Congregational order. Pierce, never resolved on
abolition, made his choice.

It is clear that almost all of John Pierce’s children were
abolitionists, from the gentlest to the ultra variety, and several of
his grandsons were to fight in the Civil War. When his son John
Tappan Pierce, an ultra-abolitionist evangelical graduate of Lane and
Oberlin, returned to Brookline, Pierce did not silence him. He
believed in freedom of speech, and invited John to speak at first
Parish, not just once but three times. In summary it should be noted
that New England was ahead of the rest of the country in resolving
its anti-slavery convictions, and Brookline was at least as
progressive on the whole as Boston, possibly more so. That is not
unrelated to the presence and life of John Pierce, his wife Lucy
Tappan Pierce, and their children.

I wish especially to thank the Massachusetts Historical S8ociety for
its grant to me in 1991 allowing me time and opportunity to examine
the Memoirs and other papers of Dr. John Pierce in the MHS
Collection. This is the second work based on that research. The
first was the new history of First Parish, titled IMPRINTS, published
also this year. ($10.00 - available from First Parish, 382 Walnut
Btreet, Brookline, MA 02146) A further work on John Pierce and the
evolution of the S8tanding Order is anticipated in the near future.

Rev. David A. Johnson



Page 10 Brookline Historical Society Newsletter November, 1993

Read about the
important part
that Lucy Tappan
Pierce played

in the formation

of anti-slavery
opinion in 19th
Century Brookline.
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M Dr. Pierce was minister of the First Parish, 1797-1849
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